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The speakers
Mary
EGMUN 2011 was much honored 
to have Her Royal Highness Crown 
Princess Mary attending at the open-
ing ceremony. She spoke briefly of 
EGMUN’s development since the first 
conference in 2003 until the open-
ing of the 9th session, which was 
hold yesterday. Her Royal Highness 
emphasized the importance of taking 
responsibility of the topics of agenda, 
which are more relevant than ever. 
HRH spoke of the issue about mater-
nal health, and as she wisely asked: 
Does it really have to cost life, to give 
life? 
HRH called attention to the city hall 
of Copenhagen’s exhibition about 
the challenge that 7 billion people 
cause. Also the humanitarian crisis 
in Somalia concerned HRH, espe-
cially because of her own visit to the 
country. The humanitarian work really 
makes a difference and is of impor-
tance to cherish. In conclusion she 
reminded all of us that these young 
people might be the real delegates of 
the future and they all are an inspira-
tion to the general youth. 

William
EGMUN has undergone a notable 
change and growth since Ny Carls-
berg Glyptotek last year accom-
modated the opening ceremony of 
EGMUN 2010. The year is now 2011 
and the Secretary General, William 
Binggeli, could proudly mount the 
rostrum and present three major in-
novations to this years’ conference: A 
simulation of the International Court 
of Justice will be hold, inspired by 
delegates of Espergærde Gymna-
sium’s experiences while participating 
in REMUN. Another new initiative is 
a new kind of press. This year the 
Internal Press will be active and test 
the delegates by placing them in new, 
current situations that may affect 
their political discernment. The third 
innovation is the establishment of 
four new councils in the ECOSOC. 
These councils are established to 
fit the new development goals, the 
debates hopefully will bring us further 
to achieve. In closing, the Secretary 
General spoke of the passion that will 
be leading all participants of EG-
MUN through the next four days. The 
passion that will make the delegates 
proceed the debates until they have 
a solution on their hands. Finally the 
Secretary General emphasizes that 
the hard work will be worth it and 
we should all remember to have fun 
along the way. 

Nanna Max Andersen

EGMUN Opening 
Ceremony
On Wednesday afternoon, the approximately 300-
400 delegates and chairs, executive staff and inter-
nal press gathered at Glyptoteket in Copenhagen to 
participate in the opening of the EGMUN 2011. 

In the beautiful classicistic surround-
ings of the great hall in Glyptoteket’s 
Kampmann-building, and with Fred-
erik Engell smoothly playing the 
grand piano in the background, there 
was a sound of chattering and an at-
mosphere of anticipation (and stress) 
as we all waited for HRH Crown 
Princess Mary’s arrival. 
Before the official start of the ceremo-
ny, the vice secretary in general, Al-
exander Blum Bertelsen, gave a short 
speech, reminding everybody of the 
main reason we’re all here: to make 
this world a better place. Bertelsen 
asked everybody to join in a minute 
of silence, honoring the victims of 
the massacre at Utøya, Norway, this 
June.  
After this beautiful gesture, the final 
preparations were made, and the 
entire room waited in almost utter 
silence for the Crown Princess. She 
arrived fashionably 10 minutes late, 
wearing an equally fashionable green 

dress and gave a relevant speech, 
in which she talked about some of 
the many world issues that will be 
discussed at this year’s EGMUN 
session. Her speech was followed 
by the Danish minister of education, 
Christine Antorini, the principal at 
Espergærde Gymnasium, Jens-Per 
Nielsen and the Secretary in General, 
William Binggeli. 
The ceremony ended with cham-
pagne and chocolate, and as the 
well-dressed participants of this 
EGMUN session left Glyptoteket and 
headed towards the canal boat, the 
entire executive staff seemed very 
relieved, that everything had gone so 
well. 
We are all looking forward to a con-
structive, productive and fun confer-
ence at Espergærde Gymnasium and 
HF, and the opening 
ceremony turned out to 
be a perfect start to it. 

Naja Katinka Homnann
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Venezuela showed their true 
colors and during their opening 
speech the ambassador said 
something which sounded a 
lot like “We want to work hard 
at disco” - guess we’ll find out 
later 
if they can teach us how to 
dougie. 

A couple of nations must’ve 
been sleeping during the cer-
emony and therefore did not 
show 
when their time was to shine, 
including these was Denmark 
whose delegates thought they 
were the Netherlands. Ghana 
was one of these nations as 
well, but better late than never. 
The 
ambassador of Ghana’s 
speech was certainly one to 
remember. His accent was 
authentic and 
made the crowd go wild. His 
performance can only be a 
positive appeal to the female 
gender 
and if he does get lucky - you’ll 
find it in a juicy article tomor-
row.

Mads Thorlaksen

Funny little incidents at  the opening ceremony
During the opening ceremony each 
and every ambassador had 30 sec-
onds to introduce what 
they wanted to achieve at EGMUN 
2011. The overall agenda was to 
unite the nations and 
create world peace. 
For starters we had a microphone 
without power, which hampered the 
first 2 speeches quite a 
bit. However, the microphone was 
quickly thereafter turned on, and 
among the spectacular 
things we saw during the ceremony 
was at first the ambassador of Azer-
baijan who showed a 
certain lack of respect towards the 
PGA. 
Lack of humility and respect towards 
the PGA was a general problem dur-
ing the ceremony, and 
there was a quite humorous incident 
where the Ambassador of Bangla-
desh chose to “kneel” 
the floor back to the PGA, rather than 
yield it. 
We saw the Brazilian ambassadors 
(yes, plural) talking in union and quot-
ing famous Michael 
Jackson songs. 
Then came China, but with a defect 
microphone they had quite a hard 
time getting their 
message out to the crowd. Whether 
or not this was intended we’ll never 
know. There could, 
however, be speculations that the 
delegates of USA had something to 

do with it. 
The ambassador of North Korea most 
certainly did not care about the 30 
second rule, which 
lead him to keep rambling on despite 
the fact that the President of the gen-
eral assembly 
followed MC Hammer’s advice and 
stopped the propaganda from North 
Korea with some 
Hammer time. 

The ceremony went quite smooth; 
although the PGA’s work was not 
entirely flawless - the 
ambassador of Green Peace was for 
example called to the floor but shortly 
afterwards they had 
to announce that they in fact weren’t 
allowed. 
President of the GA surely showed 
some teeth when he sneered at the 
ambassador from Japan. 
Japan kept going on even when told 
to stop, and as a result of this the 
ambassador was called 
to the floor by aforementioned - what 
was said remains unknown, but 
sources says that it was 
the first verbal warning. One must 
respect the PGA’s authority… 

Speaking loud and clear was not a 
general problem, but the Afghani 
ambassador spoke so 
rapidly that it felt like it was a single 
sentence. 
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How to use the ‘looks’ in practice:

From left:
Nikolaj Neven
Christian Meyer
Photo: Rasmus Luckmann
Model: CM Victor Rasmussen

How to: look busy when  you’re not
Have you ever felt, that you do not quite fit in? Maybe you 
do not feel very welcome.  Maybe you are just a kind hearted 
(however lazy) participant, who walk along all these serious, 
dedicated and hardworking people for whom the only joy in 
life – apparently – lies in the work of the EGMUN.
If you find yourself nodding along to 
the aforementioned, this article IS 
FOR YOU! 
In the press team we find it extremely 
important that everyone feels wel-
come and acknowledged. Therefore, 
we have written this guide for you, 
describing a few delicate steps that 
will make you look dedicated and se-
rious and of course “a little too busy 
to talk.”   
Step 1 –“THE WALKING BUSY 
LOOK”:  Always walk with a high 
speed (disregarding where you are 
headed), and have that look in your 
eye telling everyone around you that 
you indeed are far too busy to talk. 
Step 2 – “THE NO BLAZER LOOK”: 
When you find yourself in a situation, 
where you really have nothing to do, 
just take off your blazer, loosen your 
tie, maybe pull your sleeves up and 
take a couple of heavy breath. This 
look will most definitely make you 
seem dedicated (and a little exhaust-
ed after all your hard work). 
Step 3 – “THE AGITATED ON THE 
PHONE LOOK”: Now this is a tricky 
one. It is always a good idea to be on 
the phone – it makes you look popu-
lar and important. However, here is a 

way you can look even more impor-
tant. When on the phone make sure 
you have wavering motions with your 
arms and try to look a bit agitated. 
This will give others the illusion that 
you are a bit mad (maybe because 
someone else messed up, when you 
did such a good job yourself). 
NB: Always remember to put your 
phone on silence when doing this 
look, if you are not speaking with any-
one real. Otherwise, someone calling 
you while posing will really make this 
bit awkward.
Step 4 – “THE COMMANDING 
LOOK”: If you actually have some-
thing to do for a change, DON’T do 
it! Of course you look busy, when 
you actually have work, but there is a 
way to look even busier without doing 
anything. Give orders! Find a group 
of staff (or others who you feel raised 
above) and delegate out your work. 
It’s a Win-Win. 
All of these steps can be combined 
in various ways in order to look even 
more dedicated to your work. If you 
fail to accomplish any of these steps, 
you can always just stand beside one 
who is doing them. Their shine will 
also fall on you. 
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They did not thank the staff, when 
they brought the coffee, and they 
did not talk to them at all during the 
breaks. These things may seem small 
and unimportant, but rudeness should 
not be underestimated.  
We would like to point out and make 
it clear (before someone gets of-
fended) that these views are ours and 
that our dear staff, August, does not 
necessarily share them. Instead, he 
says that
- I’m in ICJ, and they treat me 
very nicely. Maybe because I am a 
very good staff? They also wanted to 
know my name instead of just call-
ing me “staff”, which I think is very 
respectful. And they thank me for the 
coffee I bring them. But I can under-
stand them if they just call us “staff”, 
because it can be hard to remember 
the names. 
This brings us to the main point in 
this article: Please be nice to the 
staff. Even though it may seem like 
they have an easy job, being a staff 

is without a doubt the 
hardest job at MUN. 
Even though you may 
be stressed out by a 
resolution or by miss-
ing badges or placards, 

remem-
ber that 
without 
our lovely 
staff we 
would not 
be able to 
drink the 
insane 
amounts 
of coffee 
or eat way 
too many cookies. We would not be 
able to get our food without complete 
and utter mayhem. In fact, everything 
would be chaos, because no one 
would be there to clean up the mess 
after GA, no one would put chairs, 
tables and placards back where they 
belong after a session, and no one 
would clean the coffee that we spill 
everywhere. 
- Right now I think it’s good. 
It can be a little boring because you 
can’t say anything in your committee. 
It’s an honest job to bring coffee. 
In other words, remember to be 
grateful of your staff. Because what 
would we do without them?

Christian Bille

The Story of  the Staff
This story is not about politics. It’s not about reso-
lutions, international courts or world issues. This 
story is about something, that is a big part of every 
MUN, but something that is sadly often forgotten – 
The unseen heroes. The staff.

This 
particular 
staff is 
called 
August. 
He is a 
student 
at Es-
pergærde 
Gymna-
sium, and 
he is a 

“first-timer” at MUN.  When we asked 
him why he wanted to be a staff, he 
thought about it for a moment, and 
said: 
- At first, I chose to be a staff 
because I wanted to be a part of EG-
MUN without having to discuss and 
talk in front of everyone, and to get a 
view of things before next year, where 
I might want to be a delegate. And 
of course because I wanted to meet 
some new people from other coun-
tries. (And because of the parties).
Being a staff is a good way of learn-
ing what MUN is really about – with-
out having to worry about saving 

the world. Still nonetheless, they are 
the unnoticed angels who make it 
easier to pave the way for a world in 
agreement among the represented 
nations in the UN. It’s a great way of 
practicing your coffee-making-skills 
as well. That being said, being a staff 
is also very stressful. The staff is on 
their feet all day – even the ones that 
sit in the committees. They have to 
keep a constant flow of coffee and 
cookies going when the committee 
is in session, and all the resolutions 
and papers obviously cannot copy 
themselves. The staff also brings 
out hundreds of messages from the 
delegates every day (We know this, 
because one of the respective writers 
of this article was a staff last year at 
EGMUN).
It was her experience that some 
people (luckily, not very many) did not 
treat the staff as well as they should.  
These people did not 
ask for a cup of coffee, 
they simply waved their 
hand, and said “coffee” 
with monotone voices. 

HomannNaja
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Remember!
EGMUN had started, countries are almost declaring 
wars, students are hating each other and rumors 
are running wild. It’s on!

But in the midst of all this; of all the 
politics, the rules and the dress 
codes, remember to check up on the 
current situations of the countries.
Remember to use the press for what 
it is: an active press that strives to-
wards creating good and the fascinat-
ing stories that will shock all of you.

If you have heard about a rumour or 
you’re involved in something juicy; 
visit the media city and spill the 
goods!

Online, you can find the newest politi-
cal stories that have by now already 
altered the rules of the game and the 
relationships between a lot of dele-
gates. The blog is accessible through 
the front page of the official EGMUN 
website: egmun.org. At the left site of 
the page, click “EGMUN Press” and 
you will be directed to the blog where 
the newest political scandal or rumour 
might just affect your game the next 

couple of days.

Nikita Bang

Musical Treats
The annual opening ceremony at 
Torvet on Espergærde Gymnasium 
is always an interesting experience 
for all the attendees. No matter if you 
attend the conference as a delegate, 
a chair, a member of the staff, a 
member of the press or as one of the 
many, hard-working organizers, the 
ceremony is a delight to witness. 
However all the inspiring ambas-
sador-speeches may make slow 
progress and some attendees might 
find the ceremony a little boring after 
several hours of speeches. But the 
beloved conference managers have 
of course taken this into considera-
tion. So, in between the speeches, 
they have arranged some amazing 
musical treats. 
First off was the wonderful duo, 
Kamilla and Joakim. Following the 
rolecall they took to the ‘stage’ (well, 
it was actually just small arrangement 
consisting of a microphone and a 
piano) to perform the Michael Jack-
son classic, “Heal the World”. The 
performance was really intense and 
straight-up beautiful. The song was, 
besides being a bit cheesy, a great 
choice with its peaceful and politically 
correct message.  The MJ-fetish con-
tinued when the duo later returned 

to end the ceremony by performing 
The Jackson 5’s 1970 chart-topper, 
“I’ll be there”. Once again a smoochy 
tune presented stunningly. It was 
an overall great performance by the 
duo, although yours truly would’ve 
preferred a little connection with the 
audience.
This lack of connection was most cer-
tainly made up for when the quartet, 
Le Beat entered the stage in between 
the ambassador- and organizer-
speeches. The stage had for this 
purpose been rearranged; away was 
the piano that had been replaced by 
a classic line-up consisting of a drum 
set, a guitar and a bass. The band’s 
leadsinger, Alex kicked off the show, 
trying to establish some connection 
with the audience by telling a joke 
about his sausage… However, the 
joke fell a little flat when the audience 
didn’t quite seem to pick up on it. The 
band played two songs off their own 
back catalogue, “Morning Sun” and 
“One Need”. Both tracks were super 
funky based on cool bass-lines and 
sweet vocals. Vocals that might as 
well have been sung by big, black 
guy, the soul feeling taken into con-
sideration. The latter also contained 
a smooth guitar-solo by Espergærde 

Gymnasium’s very own master 
guitarist, Nichlas.
Both of the gigs turned out great 
and served their purpose as an 
entertaining vari-
ation from all the 
speeches.

August Gade




